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.Divine Mercy Sunday With all this talk of dragons, thunder and
good tidings, it would be good to have some evidence of God’s
providential care. What do I mean by that? Let me take you
back in history. Jesus is at the cross, nailed to that cross. And
there’s a storm. Of course, storms happen all the time in the
sea, and the sky can be pretty spectacular, but on a busy,
crowded holiday weekend in Jerusalem? And then Jesus dies.
And there’s a lull. And then, just when the crowds have started
to disperse, the sky goes dark. The thunder booms, the
lightning flashes, the rocks and sand are shaken, the winds
blow. And then the sky opens up, Jesus is bodily raised, and
the sky is lit again. People see that when they’re walking out of
the city that evening, there’s actually a rainbow across the
sky. God’s explanation to them is, “You know that when I was
with you in the flesh, there was a lot of smoke. And it wasn’t
the smoke that was bad — it was the flames of hatred. But you
know what? The smoke that I’m lifting away from you is part of
the benefit that I’m leaving you with.” We see the same thing
today with the fire. Many of you are familiar with the dragon —
in my experience, it’s the demonic force that lives in some
people. They have this hatred for God and other people. But if
Jesus is really your lord, if you’re really his servant, there’s no
power that can hurt you. When it comes to our enemies, we’re
safe. And then we get to the thunder. The dragon tells us what
will happen to us if we don’t acknowledge him. The dragon
says that if we ever sin again, we’ll die, just like he did. But if
we can remain true to him, he’ll do whatever he has to do to
protect us. And then, all of sudden, the sky opens up. It’s like
the water in the storm. The dragon isn’t bigger than Jesus
anymore. When it rains, what do we look at? The clouds. We
don’t look at the water that
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