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remove the limitations
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app and the limitations the
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authoring & playing. and the
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management of morbid
obesity. Because of the

substantial physical,
psychologic, and financial
benefits of weight loss, the
National Institutes of Health

and the American Heart
Association have identified the
treatment of morbidly obese

patients as a priority in
cardiovascular disease

prevention. Medical and
surgical interventions have
been shown to be effective

and safe for the treatment of
morbid obesity. Two of the
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most effective approaches are
gastric bypass and the gastric
band. The latter is based on

the principle of gastric
plication, which consists of a
suture line that encircles the

stomach, resulting in a
restriction of food intake in

patients who are highly
motivated for weight loss.
Recently, a percutaneous

gastric band, the Adjustable
Gastric Banding Procedure,
has been developed. In this

report we discuss our
experience with percutaneous
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gastric banding, using the
Lumen Adjustable Gastric

Band system. In the 10-year
experience of 13 patients, 10
have successfully completed
the initial weight-loss phase,
two patients died during the
surgical procedure, and one
patient has dropped out of

treatment. Our findings
indicate that the method

offers excellent palliation of
obesity and prompt and
sustained weight loss in

patients who show a high
degree of motivation for and
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compliance with treatment.
Patients who are likely to

benefit from this procedure
include those who lack means

for finance or travel. The
percutaneous gastric banding

procedure is safe, simple,
noninvasive, and well

tolerated. The short term
results are comparable to
those of other weight-loss
procedures. Additionally, a
significant reduction in co-

morbid conditions (eg,
hypertension, coronary artery

disease) was observed in
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these patients. Because of the
role of obesity in the

development of type 2
diabetes and its co-morbid

conditions, the reduction in co-
morbid conditions in this
group of patients can be

expected to result in a major
decrease in health care

costs.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED
AT 250 WORDS)Money Matters
Online MONEY MATTERS New
ERA Interactive Solutions New

ERA Interactive offers
solutions with exceptional
quality and will make your
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